Critical update and emerging trends in imatinib treatment for gastrointestinal stromal tumor.
The extraordinary success of imatinib in gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) represents a model for molecularly targeted therapy of solid tumors. Research is currently going to identify the molecular basis of mechanisms of action and drug resistance. For the optimal management of the patients treated, a multidisciplinary approach, including medical oncologists, surgeons, pathologists, and radiologists is needed. In this article, we reviewed recent advances in the clinical management of GIST patients treated with imatinib, and in the knowledge of the molecular mechanisms that are basic to imatinib effects.